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File 109
March 1839
Reaction to the Petition and support for Mr. Bourne
Resolutions passed at Rawdon immediately after divine
Service on Sunday the third day of March 1839 – by
the Assembled Congregation of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in relation to a certain Petition
to the bishop of Montreal praying for the removal
of the Re. R. H. Bourne from the charge of this Church
(The following Resolutions were drawn up and presented by
the Rev. R. H. Bourne in the assurance that they would meet with
hearty response from the Congregation.)
Resolve, that the Petition which has now been read
praying for the removal of the Rev. R. H. Bourne
from this Mission does not express the feelings
of this Congregation, but on the contrary, we believe
that the representation contained in it, are wholly
unjustifiable and unmerited, and we regard with
the utmost horror and indignation any renewed attempt
to involve this congregation in dissention with its
minister.
Resolved that this Congregation considers itself
bound wholly to disclaim any connection
with a proceeding which we cannot but consider
marked with the greatest disrespect to the
Venerable Rulers if the Church & injustice to
our Clergyman and which is so injurious to our
Character and welfare as a Church and Community.
Resolved that we regard the conduct of the
instigators and abettors of this conspiracy
against the Character of our Minister as
highly disgraceful and unchristian, and
whereas, the individuals now in office as Church
Wardens have prostituted the character of Church
Officers in subservience to these vile proceedings
therefore Resolved that they shall no longer
be considered as holding that Office.
Resolved that we consider it our duty to express
our unfeigned detestation of any communication
containing such a foul reflection upon the
Choice of Clergyman made by our bloved [sic]
and honored Bishops and at the same time to
express our entire satisfaction and confidence
in the Character of our present Minister
Resolved, that it is our fervent prayer to God
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that this may be the last attempt that
shall be made by corrupt and designing
persons to disturb the peace and welfare of
this Church – that it is our fervent prayer
that our beloved and respected Minister
may be encouraged and enabled to pursue
cheerfully his pastoral duties and to preach
the Gospel to us more faithfully, fearlessly
and honestly than ever and that his labor may
be abundantly blessed to the building up
of Christ’s Kingdom amongst us and to the Salvation of
multitudes of immortal Souls.
Resolved that the foregoing Resolutions be
entered upon the Records of this Parish and
also that a copy of them be transmitted to
the Lord Bishop of Montreal signed by
the Commandant of the Volunteer Corps here
Stationed and by the Select Vestry in
the Name and on the behalf of the Congregation.
J. Swinburne, Major 83rd Reg’t
James Herbert
Members of
Sam’l Smiley
Select Vestry
William Eveleigh
John Burns
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